
The Kawaii Japanese
List of Free Japanese Resources

If you are learning Japanese by immersion, you need access to a lot of Japanese material. You 
are trying to create a whole environment without being in Japan. You need audio, books, 
manga... everything you would live with if you were in Japan. And even though you buy some 
materials, you don't have the fortune you would need to buy all this! To help you, we have put 
together a list of free resources that will let you find material easily.

Subtitles

We recommend starting with Japanese-subtitled anime. You can find free Japanese subtitles for 
hundreds of shows at:

Kitsunekko

We recommend Heidi, Girl of the Alps as a good first anime. If you don't like that though, there 
are many, many other shows to choose from. Doki Doki Precure is one of our favorites.

If you prefer live drama you can find Japanese subtitles here:

http://www.d-addicts.com/forums/page/subtitles

The page is huge and full of different-language subtitles. Just scroll down to (or do an on-page 
search for) Japanese Subtitles and you will see that there are several hundred.

Novels

Novels are fundamental to immersion learning once you get past a certain level. By reading a 
lot of Japanese you don't just increase your vocabulary enormously, you really get used to how 
the language works. Tadoku (wide-reading) exponents recommend reading a million words. 

http://kitsunekko.net/dirlist.php?dir=subtitles%2Fjapanese%2F
http://www.d-addicts.com/forums/page/subtitles


That may seem a tall order, but once you get the novel-reading habit it really mounts up. And so 
does your Japanese ability.

I started reading novels about a year into learning Japanese. It wasn't a strategic decision. I just 
happened to be in Japan and able to buy them. But it was one of the best things I ever did. 

There are good ways of getting novels outside Japan, including some free ones.

I started with children's novels because they are simpler. They also have full furigana which is 
very helpful. It isn't easy to get full children's novels free, but... if you browse around Japanese 
children's publishers like Tsubasa Bunco (where the screenshot below comes from):

you will sometimes see a button marked 立ち読み (ringed in the screenshot). That means 
"reading while standing" and it is what you do in a bookshop when you are sampling books. 
This button will give you access to a sample of the book, usually around ten to twenty pages or 
so. This lets you see if you want to buy the book. Though if you are pressed for money you can 
go around tachi-yomi-ing lots of books!

Many children's publishers have tachi-yomi and so do some general bookstores that sell 
children's books, like Bookwalker. Sometimes the tachi-yomi button will read 試し読み or 
something similar.

http://www.tsubasabunko.jp/
http://bookwalker.jp/


The screenshot above looks kawaii (did I ever mention that I like kawaii?) However, this is the 
classic Alice Through the Looking Glass, and not actually that easy. You can find more sober-
looking books if you want even among elementary school level novels. But don't expect to find 
them a breeze at first. They have a wide vocabulary and often intelligent and fairly complex 
writing. They will stretch you.

Talking of levels, notice the other ringed item in the screenshot. It says 小学中級から: "middle 
levels of elementary school onward". These notices are useful for helping to find out if a book is 
at your level.

When you want to read the whole book you will find that Japanese booksellers can be pretty 
restrictive about letting eBooks go to devices outside Japan. However, in the US you can buy 
hard copies fairly reasonably at Kinokuniya, either in their shops or online.

But what about free free?

Aozora Bunco is by far the largest source of free books, being the Japanese equivalent of the 
Gutenberg Project. Like Gutenberg, it can be hard to navigate if you don't know what you are 
looking for. Also many of the books, being older, are written in earlier Japanese which can be 
difficult and not what you are trying to learn.

A useful site, however, is Read Your Grade, which presents some of the Aozora collection with 
information on its ease of reading, furigana coverage, vocabulary etc. This can be a good place 
to start.

You can find more modern novels at a site called 小説家になろう (Let's Become Novelists). It 
is a place for aspiring authors to post their novels. So it is amateur work, though many of these 
people may be the professional novelists of the future. And it's all free!

It doesn't have furigana, but of course you can use Rikaisama. We suggest you use it with 
definitions off or with Japanese (Sanseido) definitions. "Rikai-skimming" with English 
definitions is a very bad habit to get into and pretty much destroys the value of wide-reading (or 
any reading). If the book is too hard, you need to find something easier. That is why we started 
out with the children's books.

There are also some professional publishers and booksellers that offer free books. As they are 
businesses, how much ends up as no-strings free varies, but you can definitely find free books. 
Try these:

http://www.ebookjapan.jp/ebj/freebooks/
http://bookstore.yahoo.co.jp/free/

http://www.kinokuniya.com/us/index.php/fct001?param=JP
http://www.aozora.gr.jp/
http://www.readyourgrade.com/
http://syosetu.com/
http://syosetu.com/
http://learnjapaneseonline.info/2015/01/08/rikaisama-review/
http://www.ebookjapan.jp/ebj/freebooks/
http://bookstore.yahoo.co.jp/free/


Manga

Everyone loves manga. Well, except me, actually. For some reason I have never been able to 
read manga in Japanese or English. But there is a lot of good free manga and it is definitely 
excellent Japanese practice. I don't think it is a substitute for novels (you don't really get the 
same intensive exposure to complex sentence structure), but it is a very good supplement, and 
also probably more approachable when novels seem too difficult.

Here are some online sources for free manga:

Zeppan.com
mangag.com/
www.comico.jp/
comic.pixiv.net/
www.hanayumeonline.com/index.html
www.ganganonline.com/index.html
comic-meteor.jp/
comic-walker.com/
plus.shonenjump.com/
vomic.shueisha.co.jp/
www.s-manga.net/

Audio books 

There are a lot of traditional fairy tales with downloadable audio and written transcripts (and 
sometimes English versions too if you need them) at Hukumusume. It is a somewhat 
confusingly organized site, so to get you started:

Here is a collection of Japanese fairy tales including Momotaro, Kaguya hime and Issunboushi.

Here is a collection of world fairy tales (in Japanese of course)   including Cinderella, Snow 
White and Jack and the Beanstalk.

Another good site for audio books is:

Japanese Classical Literature at Bedtime. Downloadable audio, occasionally with transcripts. 
There is quite a lot in this growing collection and more in their older heritage site.

For an inexhaustible supply of audio material for your immersion iPod, you may want to use 
the Firefox add-on Youtube MP3 Downloader. Naturally you are using Firefox because of 
Rikaisama. Just find this on the add-ons page. It is a clever app that adds a "Download MP3" 
button to the bottom of every YouTube video. More convenient than clunky web-based services, 

http://www.zeppan.com/
http://mangag.com/
http://www.comico.jp/
http://comic.pixiv.net/
http://www.hanayumeonline.com/index.html
http://www.ganganonline.com/index.html
http://comic-meteor.jp/
http://comic-walker.com/
http://plus.shonenjump.com/
http://vomic.shueisha.co.jp/
http://www.s-manga.net/
http://hukumusume.com/douwa/pc/jap/index.html
http://hukumusume.com/douwa/pc/world/
http://japaneseclassicallit.blogspot.jp/
https://jclab.wordpress.com/


and even if you have the video elsewhere this can be the most painless way to extract the audio.

This app is useful for getting the audio of shows you have watched (it is much better to listen to 
audio you mostly understand). There are also a lot of read-aloud stories on YouTube. YouTube 
can be a pain because of the English subtitles daubed over so many anime, but when you are 
only downloading the audio that doesn't matter.

Naturally, it is also the ideal app for getting a lot of Japanese music on your iPod.

Grammar Help

In true immersion, book-learning grammar is something you do in the very early stages, and 
perhaps later on a "browsing" basis. However, a very large amount of the grammar you learn 
will come from the anime you watch, the books you read, etc. You will come across words and 
phrases where you don't understand the grammar and will need to research it.

I am planning a detailed article on this process later, but to keep our resources in one place, I 
am adding the most reliable online grammar sources here. They are good for browsing, but 
when you are looking up a particular grammar point Google (or Duck Duck Go! if you don't 
like the idea of someone keeping a dossier on you) is the best starting point, since it is easier to 
search for the exact grammar point you are looking for. The main function of the following  
short list is to tell you some of the sites that are most reliable and give the best explanations, so 
that you can prioritize them when they come up in your search results.

Tae Kim (guidetojapanese.org). Probably the most complete grammar guide on the Internet. 
Always reliable.

Maggie Sensei. Not easily navigable, but that doesn't matter via search engines. Explanations 
are good and detailed. More importantly, Maggie Sensei tells you how Japanese is really used 
today and gives lots of colloquial usages rarely found in other grammar resources.

Kansai Benkyou. Kansai-ben may be "non-standard Japanese" but it is very widely used. You 
will often come across characters in anime, manga, or books talking Kansai-ben. Kansai 
Benkyou is searchable mine of information on this common dialect. Wakarahen? Go to Kansai 
Benkyou!

Japanese Stack Exchange. Stack exchange is kind of like Yahoo Answers, only with people who 
know what they are talking about. Crowd-sourced and nerdy, but generally reliable, this is a 
place where someone has often asked the very question you were trying to find the answer to.

Thank you for reading this list and good luck with your Japanese immersion.

がんばってください。

Cure Dolly

http://www.guidetojapanese.org/learn/grammar
http://maggiesensei.com/
http://kansaibenkyou.net/
http://japanese.stackexchange.com/

